Absent pulmonary valve syndrome coexisting with coarctation of aorta in an adult.
The combination of absent pulmonary valve syndrome with coarctation of aorta is extremely uncommon and pathogenetically intriguing. This unusual association, which defies popular theories of pathogenesis of coarctation, may need to be looked at in the light of the current concepts regarding the morphogenesis of ventricular outflow tracts and aortic arch and the role of neural crest cells in both. A 19-year-old man with this combination underwent single-stage surgical correction though median sternotomy. The surgical management of this condition in adulthood has not been reported before.